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Critical(Driver,(of(Parent(1ngagement(in
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-.'Tim'Hodge6'and'Daniela'Yu

!tor%&Highlight,

Parent'engagement'i+'vital'for'+ucce++ful'+chool+
3chool'leader+'can'mea+ure'and'improve'parent'engagement
Five'driver+'mo+t'improve'parent'engagement

Parent'engagement'i6'a'crucial'ingredient'for'6ucce66ful'6chool6.'Full.'engaged'parent6'are'more

than'6ati6fied'and'involved'with'their'child'6'6chool;'the.'have'a'powerful'emotional'relation6hip

with'it.'The.'-elieve'their'child'6'6chool'deliver6'on'what'it'promi6e6'and'are'proud'to'-e'a'parent

there.'The.'even'go'6o'far'a6'to'6a.'that'the'6chool'i6'perfect'for'their'child.

Unfortunatel.,'recent're6earch'find6'that'ju6t'20%'of'U.M.'pu-lic'6chool'parent6'are'full.'engaged

with'their'child'6'6chool.'Another'57%'of'parent6'are'indifferent,'while'23%'of'parent6'are'activel.

di6engaged'with'the'6chool'their'child'attend6.

The'good'new6'i6'that'6chool'leader6'can'intentionall.'mea6ure'and'improve'parent'engagement

over'time'-.'focu6ing'their'effort6'u6ing'five'ke.'driver6.
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Top&Five&Driver,&of&Parent&7ngagement

To'-etter'under6tand'the'factor6'that'in6pire'parent'engagement,'Gallup'conducted'a'6tud.'with'a

nationall.'repre6entative'6ample'of'3,356'parent6'acro66'the'U.M.'Further'anal.6i6'identified'five

driver6'that'lead'to'6ucce66'in'promoting'parent'engagement:

Leader,hip.'Parent6'appreciate'when'principal6'and'other'6chool'leader6'are'in'touch'with'the
need6'of'the'6tudent6'and'communit.'and're6pond'appropriatel.'to'tho6e'need6'a6'the.'ari6e.

The.'are'looking'for'leader6'who'create'a're6pectful,'open'and'tru6ting'environment.'Parent6

are'more'likel.'to'-e'engaged'when'the'6chool'i6'led'in'a'wa.'that'make6'them'excited'a-out

the'future.

Academic&,tandard,.'Parent6'are'6eeking'6chool6'that'are'committed'to'high'academic

6tandard6.'The.'-elieve'that'6chool6'6hould'challenge'6tudent6'appropriatel.'in'cla66'and'with

homework.'Parent6'appreciate'when'the'6chool'provide6'opportunitie6'for'each'6tudent'to

achieve'6ucce66'in'a'wa.'that'fit6'how'he'or'6he'learn6'-e6t.

!chool&environment.'In'an'era'where'three'in'10'U.M.'parent6'worr.'a-out'their'child'6'6afet.'at
6chool,'parent6'focu6'on'ke.'a6pect6'of'the'6chool'environment'ver.'clo6el..'Mchool6'6hould

-e'place6'where'6tudent6'are'alwa.6'treated'with're6pect'and'where'appropriate'di6cipline'i6'in

place.'Parent6'al6o'6eek'a'welcoming'6chool'environment.'Full.'engaged'parent6'-elieve'that

6chool6'6hould'-e'a'place'where'their'child'look6'forward'to'6pending'hi6'or'her'da.6.

Per,onalized&learning.'Parent6'are'looking'for'an'environment'where'teacher6'and'6taff'know

their'child'6'individual'6trength6'and'need6.'The.'want'their'child'to'have'the'opportunit.'to'do

what'he'or'6he'doe6'-e6t'ever.'da.'in'an'environment'that'identifie6'and'appreciate6'6tudent

6trength6.'The.'-elieve'that'6ucce66ful'6chool6'are'place6'where'their'child'6'development'i6

paramount'and'where'teacher6'make'connection6'that'help'6tudent6'know'their'6choolwork'i6

important.'The6e'ke.'factor6'not'onl.'encourage'parent'engagement;'the.'are'al6o'a66ociated

with'increa6ed'6tudent'engagement.

http://www.gallup.com/poll/184853/three-parents-worry-child-safety-school.aspx
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Communication&and&involvement.'In'too'man.'6chool6,'communication'with'parent6'con6i6t6

of'a'new6letter'and'the'occa6ional'urgent'me66age'alerting'parent6'to'a'6ecurit.'i66ue'or

weather'dela..'%ngaged'parent6'want'meaningful'communication'that'goe6'-e.ond'thi6.'The.

appreciate'po6itive'feed-ack'a-out'their'child'and'want'to'work'with'teacher6'to'en6ure'their

child'6'6ucce66.'Great'6chool6'-uild'a'culture'that'encourage6'open'communication'and'that

invite6'parent6'to'-ecome'involved'-.'pla.ing'an'active'role'in'their'child'6'education.

When'parent6'are'ver.'6ati6fied'with'at'lea6t'one'of'the6e'five'driver6,'58%'are'full.'engaged,

Gallup'anal.6i6'6how6.'$ut'if'parent6'are'ver.'6ati6fied'with'all'five'driver6,'84%'are'full.'engaged'-

-'and'none'are'activel.'di6engaged.

Though'promoting'parent'engagement'require6'intentional'effort'from'6chool'leader6,'focu6ing

on'the'five'driver6'previou6l.'mentioned'doe6n't'require'additional'funding'or'an'exten6ive'time

inve6tment.'Leader6'are'encouraged'to'con6ider'each'of'the6e'driver6'a6'the.'work'to'increa6e

level6'of'parent'engagement'at'their'6chool6.

!urve%&Method,

Re6ult6'are'-a6ed'on'a'Gallup'Panel'We-'6tud.'completed'-.'3,356'national'adult6,'aged'18'and

older,'with'at'lea6t'one'child'in'a'U.M.'pu-lic'6chool.'The'6urve.'wa6'conducted'Ma.'26-June'10,

2015.'The'Gallup'Panel'i6'a'pro-a-ilit.--a6ed'longitudinal'panel'of'U.M.'adult6'who'are'6elected

u6ing'random-digit-dial'(RDD)'phone'interview6'that'cover'landline6'and'cellphone6.'Addre66-

-a6ed'6ampling'method6'are'al6o'u6ed'to'recruit'panel'mem-er6.'The'Gallup'Panel'i6'not'an'opt-in

panel'and'mem-er6'are'not'given'incentive6'for'participating.'For're6ult6'-a6ed'on'thi6'6ample,

one'can'6a.'that'the'maximum'margin'of'6ampling'error'i6'±1.7'percentage'point6,'at'the'95%

confidence'level.'Margin6'of'error'are'higher'for'6u-6ample6.'In'addition'to'6ampling'error,

que6tion'wording'and'practical'difficultie6'in'conducting'6urve.6'can'introduce'error'or'-ia6'into

the'finding6'of'pu-lic'opinion'poll6.

Learn'more'a-out'how'the'Gallup'Panel'work6.

Tim'Hodge6,'Ph.D.,'i6'a'Director'of'Re6earch'at'Gallup.

Daniela'Yu,'Ph.D.,'i6'Advanced'Re6earcher,'Predictive'Anal.tic6,'at'Gallup.

http://www.gallup.com/services/186008/k-12-20151006-gbj.aspx
http://www.gallup.com/174158/gallup-panel-methodology.aspx
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